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1. Status 
•  Bad, Nationally (as per Article 17 report) 
•  Stable or improving in the Burren Programme area (23,000ha) 
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http://burrenprogramme.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/BP-Final-Report-2018-9-Exec-Summary.pdf	
http://hnvlink.eu/download/BurrenBaselineAssessment.pdf	
https://www.npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports/article-17-reports-2019	



2. Trends 
•  Generally negative outlook (deteriorating or stable), but positive story from Aran 

LIFE and Burren Programme. 
•  Increasing trends towards intensification, on more accessible areas, underuse and 

abandonment, on more remote sites. 
•  Trend toward part-time farming in these areas (pros and cons) and more 

specialized farm systems (e.g. suckler-beef) which may be less resilient to shock 
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http://files.nesc.ie/nesc_research_series/Research_Series_Paper_9_BDunford_Burren.pdf	
https://www.npws.ie/publications/article-17-reports/article-17-reports-2019	
http://burrenprogramme.com/burren-programme-resources/	
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3. Drivers/Pressures 
•  Increasingly poor social and economic outlook in some areas, resulting in underuse of rough 

grasslands in particular, leading in turn to: 
  - Undergrazing & biodiversity loss on species-rich grasslands 
  - Scrub encroachment 
  - Loss of traditional farm management knowledge and reduction in available labour 

 
•  Drive for efficiency on farms (and perceived BPS-pressure to retain eligible area levels) resulting 

in increased intensity of management of accessible areas, contributing to:  
  - Land ‘reclamation’ and removal of habitats 
  - Leaching of pollutants to water table 

 
•  Building of local infrastructure (dwelling houses, sheds etc) and for business (mainly tourism) 

resulting in localized habitat loss 

•  Increased visitor use at honeypot sites leading to 
  - removal of, or damage to, pavement 
  - trampling or removal of vegetation 

 
•  Changing climate may contribute to increased scrub growth and to livestock management (feeding 

and watering) challenges.  
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4. Solutions 
•  Better enforcement of existing legislation 
•  Better targeting of AES supports for limestone habitats 
•  Result-based payment for management of grazed limestone habitats 
•  Farmer-nominated and co-funded conservation actions to help 

improve conservation infrastructure 
•  Improved education and training for all stakeholders of all ages. 
•  Better marketing of goods and services delivered in these regions 
 
http://hnvlink.eu/download/P09-IE-TheBURREN_LAACTIONPLAN_V4_20190301.pdf 
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